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Contributions of the Drug Laboratory of the University of 
Kansas in the Enforcement of the Food and Drugs Law. 

G. N. Watson. 

In looking over the various state and national government reports on 
the analytical work of the food and drug laboratories and on the enforce- 
ment of the laws relative to this branch of service, we cannot fail to be 
impressed with the enormous amount of work that has been done and re- 
sults accomplished during a decade of the food and drugs administration. 
During the ten years succeeding the passing of the food and drugs act of 
1906, the Federal government made 6,000 prosecutions, had 40,000 hear- 
ings of manufacturers and examined 750,000 shipments of domestic and 
imported food and drugs. 

One consequence of the enactment of the food and drugs act was the 
encouragement of similar legislation in many of the states. Among the 
pioneers in that work was the state of Kansas. 

The Kansas drug regulations were largely copied from the Federal 
Act relating to drugs. 

Regulation 36 of the Kansas drug law, relating to medicinal prepara- 
tions, reads as follows: (1) Any official medicinal preparation for which 
a test is provided in the United States Pharmacopoeia shall conform in 
quality, purity and strength to tests laid down therein. (2) Any official 
medicinal preparation for which no test is provided in the United States 
Pharmacopoeia and National Formulary, shall conform to the prepara- 
tion of product made from the official ingredients and by the process of 
the official formula for that preparation. 

Regulation 5 (a) relating to the standards for drugs reads thus: A 
drug bearing a name recognized in the United States Pharmacopoeia 
or National Formulary, shall be required to conform in strength, quality 
and purity to the standards prescribed or indicated for a drug of the 
same name recognized in the United States Pharmacopoeia or National 
Formulary, official at the time of sale or when dispensed; provided that 
in case of homeopathic or eclectic drugs the same shall be required to 
conform to their accepted standards. 

Regulation 5 (b) relative to proprietary medicinal preparations reads 
as follows : Proprietary medicinal preparations and similar medicinal 
products are required to conform in composition to the freshly prepared 
nondeteriorated article, and to conform to the claims made for the prep- 
aration as to therapeutic properties, quality and strength. 

It is the latter clause, known as the Sherley Amendment to Section 8 
of the Federal Drugs Law, relating to false statements of curative prop- 
erties of proprietary medicines, that has resulted in some of the most 
interesting and important court decisions in the enforcement of the 
Federal Drugs Act. 

Although provided with the necessary regulations, Kansas has never 
enforced this part of her drugs law but seemingly has been content to 
leave such enforcement entirely with the Federal authorities. 

Among the proprietary medicines condemned by the United States 
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Court, based on the Sherley Amendment, may be mentioned: Dr. 
Williams Pink Pills, Eckman's Alterative, Nuxcara, Oxidase Tablets, 
Dr. J. H. McLean's Liver and Kidney Balm, Cummings Blood Remedy, 
Urol, The Great Magic Condition Powders, Dr. W. H. Baker's Tuber- 
culous Remedy, Payne's Sylax, . Hite's Pain Remedy and Cough Syrup, 
White Pine Expectorant and White Pine Balsam, Dr. Bell's Pine Tar 
Honey, Clay's Sure Cure, Lung Germine and hundreds of others that 
might be mentioned. 

The Kansas State Drug Laboratory has examined and reported to the 
State Board of Health, during the past decade, 6,000 drugs, official medic- 
inal and proprietary preparations, oils, coffee and spices. It has done 
cooperative work for the American Association of Agricultural Chemists 
on opium preparations, pepsin, coffee, spices and insecticides. It has 
done research work on various tests and quantitative methods. It has 
been called upon by residents of the state, and to some extent other 
states, for assistance on chemical, pharmaceutical and toxicological prob- 
lems. To illustrate, the Laboratory has on hand for investigation, besides 
eight official samples, one sample of a so-called raticide that a citizen of 
the state suspects not to be as claimed by the manufacturer ; a prescription 
to examine for harmful drugs; a sample of crude petroleum for general 
analysis and a sample of candy for presence of poison. 

The effectiveness of the food and drugs law administration is evident 
from the fact that many abuses occurring in the food and drugs industries 
during the first few years of its existence have ceased. This has been 
noticeable in both Federal and state inspection work. A decade ago the 
drug stores of the state of Kansas, as shown by the specimens of drugs 
sent in to the drug laboratory for analysis, were in a rather deplorable 
condition. To-day our drug stores rank among the best. While misbrand- 
ing and adulteration probably will never wholly cease (carelessness and 
dishonesty will always be with us) , the never ceasing vigilance of govern- 
ment inspection will prevent drifting back to former conditions. 



A Plague of Cholera Infantum at Nett Lake, Minnesota, in the 

Fall of 1913. 

Albert B. Reagan. 

Nett Lake, Minnesota, a shallow body of water, is a wild rice field in 
summer. In the early summer of 1913 it was at its normal level, and 
the rice rose above the water like a great oat field, and waved to and 
fro in the breeze till it had bloomed and begun to mature. Then there 
were exceeding heavy rains and the lake filled till the rice was entirely 
submerged and staid so several days. The water in the lake then re- 
turned to its normal level. Then as soon as the rice was matured the 
Indians returned from their picking berries in the surrounding neighbor- 
hoods and went to gathering rice. In this they rowed through the rice 
fields and pounded the rice off of the stalks into their canoes with clubs by 
a beating process as they rowed about here and there. When the canoe 



